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Dear Jerry, 

I giving me Sylvia's piece in She Texas Observer yesterday evening, you said, "1 
kno.v you won't like' this." xou were correct, based on r:.y general atttidue, which I've 
expressed often enough, and based on ny own r i'usal to engage in such meaningless ecriven- 
niug except tor pay, a writer writer for a living and to live what he might otherwise 
prefer not to do, aoes do. nowevor, x also have cthe r objections after reading it in. haste 
last nxgnt, a few x didn't expect to have, 1 have never regaredc . the deliberate and 
unauthorised and uncreoited use of the work of others in a sense calculated to reprent 
it as tno worn ox the person whose name ap .oars with the writing as ethically or raorally 
CG;.»nendable e no amt ter how oxten it is repeated, the measure by hich it is judged does 
not change, nor is it influenced by the pose or reputation of the one who does it. In 
addition, there afe a few factual errors, one a bit unkind to Lattimer, over which I shed 
no tears, and the other another non-accident of a kind bylvia has repeated in dealing with 
wno did what /hen. Cyril did not ap ly to **arshali for access to the autopsy film in 1<j6b, 
X know as does Jyxvia tnat 1 was the iir.t, tiie morning it was in the papers that tiris 
stuff had been deposited in the Archives, when 1 appeared in nahsier'u office and wont thru 
the xomalities, moreover, an late as after Cirahan* s story on the "contract ap .eared, byril 
not only did no z nave a copy but was so ignorant of how to get thing..-; he dicin' t even know 
he coulu get tills fro., the .arcohives by mating them. He didn’t even write the fines for 
a copy of draliaia' story, Ho askeu me to got that for bin uith three secretaries of ills 
own yotl ) . I bought liixa a copy of the original, for which I await repayment (which I note 
only because of iorao of his less war anted recent s If— jus ifications) and, to the best 
of ay krio. leugo, .von his thanks. It is 1 who sent hia the copy of the panel report, iron 
new Orleans the nonday after its Thursday night release, and he didn't understand that, 
so x naste to explain tnat tlio this eminence of forensic pathology, 1 made* a tape for an 
joitrely dilier-xur reason, to keep a record of tue lialleck proceedings, so you can hear 
it. Thus ~ tell you triat entirely aside from say basic reasons for op losiong all such 
fsrtxxigs winastona V -mo. you -U ;o ■- tne xn.it attracted, a hurrx cancel , vdiioh. can iiave 

predion table cons ; uenees (witness tiie accuracy of my forecast the last tine;, I also toll 
you with oluntuesa that deaipto Ills iiighest qualifications in hi-.-, i'ic-lu, and this is 
-inecre, - - is as .-pou cis tiie cost, i opxoso iris seeing this stufi bo-cause ho jusc croosn'c 
know anything of his ovai knowledge about the related facts ox' the case arm lias never taken 
tire tine to learn. Jo, I foar the consequences on tills basis alone. There arc the others 
of which you ..now, nut I au bo^Lnniug to wonder why idyl via, .-ith her rattier better than 
average rucoru of accuracy, lias tills lingering penchant for non-accidental misdating. I 
iinvon c me- pxemquisiues lor plumbing one hur-mn. mind , iutv-eii't -cries. it witn if. man or 
Bremer, so f won t with others, nut in this case some reasons are faiily obvious, as tiro 
most casual oxumination oi tiro now writings, as on tiros.; ox’ the past, shows oich 
consistency, x'il oc content if Caere is no folxowup as the last attractcu. i:W 



